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TAGS: PFOR, SY 

SUBJECT: DAMASCUS PRESS SUMMARY MARCH 24-25, 1975 

1. SUSPENSION KISSINGER MISSION: SYRIAN PRESS MARCH 24 
CONTINUED REFRAIN FROM OFFICIAL COMMENT REGARDING SUSPEN- 
SION SECRETARY'S MISSION. AL-BAATH PUBLISHED NEWS AGENCY 
REPORTS OF MISSION "FAILURE" AS WELL AS PRESIDENT SADAT'S 
STATEMENT THAT ARABS HAVE AS ALTERNATIVES TO STEP-BY- 
STEP POLICY THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, SECURITY COUNCIL, 

OTHER WORLD FORA AND THE EFFORTS OF THE TWO SUPERPOWERS. 
MARCH 25 ISSUE AL BAATH CARRIED FIRST SYRIAN 
REACTION TO SUSPENSION OF MISSION. COLUMNIST AMID KHULI 
WROTE THAT MISSION WAS BOUND TO FAIL, APART FROM ISRAELI 
ROLE CONTRIBUTING TO ITS FAILURE, BECAUSE AMERICAN 
POLICY IGNORED PALESTINIAN RIGHTS, THE CENTRAL ELEMENT 
OF JUST SOLUTION. KHULI CONCLUDES THAT ARAB SOLIDARITY 
EMERGED INTACT, AND WARNS THAT ISRAEL WILL NOT GO TO 
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GUARANTEE ITS FREEDOM OF MANEUVER, TO EXPAND ITS 

INTERESTS OR FAILING THAT, EITHER TO PARALYZE THE CONFERENCE OR 

ABORT ITS DECISIONS. 

2. ISRAELI MILITARY MOVEMENTS: BOTH ISSUES AL-BAATH 

REPORT ISRAELI MILITARY MOVEMENTS AND TROOP REINFORCEMENTS 
ALONG CEASEFIRE LINES. MRACH 24 ARTICLE CLAIMED 
THAT "THE ENEMY MOVEMENTS CONFIRM ISRAELI PREPARATIONS 
TO LAUNCH WIDE ATTACK ON THE ARAB FRONTS. PARTICULARLY 
GOLAN AND LEBANON." 

3. SYRIAN MILITARY EXERCISES: MARCH 25 AL-BAATH REPORTED 
SYRIAN MILITARY TACTICAL EXERCISE USING LIVE AMMUNITION 
AND OBSERVED BY COS SHIHABI WHO CRITIQUED EXERCISE 
BASED ON LESSONS OF OCTOBER WAR. 

4. ASAD-ARAFAT MEETING: PRESIDENT ASAD MET PLO DELEGATION 
COMPOSED OF YASIR ARAFAT, ZUHAYR MUHSIN AND ABD AL-MUHSIN 
ABU MAYZAR MARCH 23 TO DISCUSS "LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN 
ARAB SITUATION." 
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